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Thinking about Coolness in the Blackness of
HipHop beyond “Gender”
Daisaku Aoyama
(graduate student, University of Birmingham)

While the work of many African-American artists since
the late 1980s has established hip hop as the most popular
genre in the American music industry and beyond, the lit-
erature on African-American Studies and Cultural Studies
has also given attention to the ways in which these artists
articulate themselves in this particular genre. One of the
most controversial aspects of hip hop is how the ideology of
While
most of the research has been written about the social im-

gender is represented and reproduced within it.

pact of hip hop upon the values of African-American men

and women, it has failed to consider hip hop’s popularity in

the wider sphere of society. In this paper, then, I will ex-
amine how the market value of music has profoundly af-
fected the representations of gender in hip hop. I begin
with identifying the typical representations of misogyny in
the work of African-American male artists, and then those
of sexual obscenities in the work of African-American fe-
male artists. I will finally suggest that hip hop is popular
because its representations of gender can also be seen as
The

aim of this paper is therefore to explore the reason why the

ambivalences, contradictions, and transformations.

representations of gender in hip hop have affected its sub-

stantial market value in contemporary societies.
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Transnationalism and American Studies in Place

Karen Halttunen
(ASA President, University of Southern California)

Since the 1960s, three successive and inter-related crises have challenged American studies practitioners to re-
think our most fundamental assumptions about our area of scholarship. The first challenged the consensus-oriented
myth-and-symbol school of the 1950s by exploring a rich proliferation of “minority” histories and identities. The
second responded to Benedict Anderson’s concept of the nation as “imagined community” by exploring the fictive
qualities of American bourgeois nationalism. And the third has registered a growing awareness of how globalization
has undermined an understanding of the American nation-state as a neatly bounded container for a unified and
meaningful national culture, and turned our attention to transnational cultures and identities. This third crisis has
generated an ever-growing body of transnational work—evidenced, for example, in the International Symposium on
“Framing American Studies in Trans-Pacific Perspective.” At the same time, it has pointed many American studies
scholars, not to the global, but to the local, in a renewed attention to what I called in my ASA presidential address
last fall the “groundwork” of American studies. “Groundwork” is highly attentive to cultural geography’s emphasis

on space and place, and focuses on regions, natural landscapes, local communities, neighborhoods, and dwellings.

Once we turn serious historical attention to the local, it immediately becomes clear that we have overstated the
dominance of nationalist ideas and experiences in the lives of ordinary people in the past. Recent studies of the
antebellum “national” landscape, for example, have treated highly specific, local scenes as unquestioned represen-
tations of a generically “American” nature; just as studies of 19th-century historiography have assumed that the
master narratives of George Bancroft and Frederick Jackson Turner dominated the practice of history. But it is we
ourselves who have privileged the “national” in our study of these two major cultural expressions—Ilandscape paint-
ing and historical practice— and thus failed to recognize the power of place—local place—in 19th-century culture.

My own current work is on New England antiquarianism from 1790 to 1870, a historical and natural-historical
project that focused not on the national, but the local and regional past, in an effort to establish a deep sense of an-
tiquity on the land. New England antiquarians regarded history not as a horizontal time-line, but as a vertically lay-
ered process that had left records on and in the land beneath their feet. They explored their region’s “natural
history,” its “ancient” colonial past, its Native American past before the European encounter, and its pre-Columbian
visitors including Vikings, Phoenicians, Siberian Tartars, and wandering Mayans. In a related effort, New England
geologists moved even deeper into antiquity to uncover the geological processes that had shaped their region, and
to resurrect the traces of extinct creatures that we would call dinosaurs, calling them the “preadamic inhabitants”
of New England.

New England cultural workers embraced a far more hybrid and eclectic history than the single-stranded story of
the Pilgrim Fathers, embracing not just white colonists, but Native Americans, visitors from the Middle East and
Asia, and even extinct non-human “inhabitants” of their land, constructing what cultural geographer Doreen Massey
has called “a global sense of place” that was hybrid, fluid, and contested— and yet profoundly local.
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Historical Lessons in Asian-American Relations:
Searching for Inter-Civilizational Dialogue

Daizaburo Yui
(Tokyo Woman’s Christian University)

As a result of the simultaneous multiple terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, and the ensuing “war on terror,” I have
the strong impression that the gap between the United States and the Islamic regions of the world has grown even
deeper. Immediately after the Sept. 11 incident, President Bush criticized terrorism as barbaric conduct repudiating
democratic government and civic liberties, and defined the “war against terror” as a “war to defend civilization.”
Reducing the problem to a clash between “civilization and barbarism,” however, runs the risk that the cause will
be sought only on the side of the terrorists, leaving unquestioned problems with US policy in the Middle East and
America’s promotion of trade liberalization, among other policies.

However, 2001 had been declared a “year of dialogue among civilizations” upon the proposal of President
Khatami of Iran. As a result, the Sept. 11 incident, although it demonstrated the depth of the “gap among civili-
zations,” also brought into sharp relief the importance of finding a way to make a “dialogue among civilizations” pos-
sible. For scholars engaged in American studies research in Asia, in particular, it is an important task to develop
ways to narrow the gap between Asia and the United States.

For Japanese scholars of American studies, there is a need to bring to light the historical lessons that can be
learned from the process that led to Japan’s reckless attack of 65 years ago on the United States. Many studies to
date have taken the view that war between Japan and the United States became inevitable because of the stark dif-
ferences between the political systems of militarism and liberal democracy. It is a fact, however, that negotiations
seeking to avert war continued between the two governments until the eve of the beginning of hostilities, and clari-
fication of the reasons causing these negotiations to end in failure could serve as an important historical example
in considering how to develop methods for a “dialogue among civilizations.” In addition, by comparing the “civi-
lizational gap” of 65 years ago between Japan and the United States to the current gap between the Islamic world
and the United States, I hope to illuminate how this “civilizational gap” itself has changed historically and offer some

clues that may aid in achieving a “dialogue among civilizations” today.
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Workshop A

Disrupting Location
Sheila Hones (University of Tokyo)

This paper engages with the workshop’s theme, “Relo-
cating ‘America’ in American Studies,” from a cautious dis-
tance, suggesting that before diving into the workshop’s
question of whether or not “‘America’ and ‘American’ top-
ics are situated definitively in North America” we might
step back for a moment and consider the ways in which the
workshop’s theme in general, and this question in particu-
lar, depend upon a specific way of looking at global space.
The paper proposes that instead of asking the theoretically
loaded question ‘where is the subject located?” Ameri-
canists might usefully ask instead ‘how can we spatialize
this subject?’ or ‘what kinds of knowledge about this sub-
ject will different concepts of space make possible?’

Arguing that locating events and themes inside a
‘container-space’ of fixed distances and clear borders is
only one of the many spatialization strategies available to
Americanists, this paper lays out several ways of seeing
space other than in the absolute, quantifiable, and territorial
terms made familiar to us, for example, through geopolitical
map projections. It then asks what kinds of American stud-
ies work, or knowledge production, each of these alterna-
tives enables or prioritizes and what, in contrast, each
tends to disable or discount.

The paper relies on recent work in geographical theory
not only for its interest in the ontology of space but also for
its belief in the value of identifying what becomes included
and what becomes occluded in different definitions and per-
formances of geographical knowledge. As alternatives to
geographies of absolute and geopolitical space, the paper
suggests ways of seeing space in relational and ontogenetic
terms. It then offers several concrete examples of how
these different conceptualizations of space might usefully
be applied to American studies work. Having separated out
these various alternatives, however, the paper concludes
by arguing that the most productive way to deal with an ex-
panded spatial repertoire is not to view different definitions
of space as mutually exclusive but to try to understand the

ways in which they function in the lived world in mutual

“Relocating ‘America’ in American Studies”
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tension.

Connecting Pasts: Transnational and Imperi-
al U. S. Histories
Paul Kramer (Johns Hopkins University)

In 1900, William Howard Taft, Civil Governor of the
Philippines, had a surprising encounter near the town of
Antique. As the brutal Philippine-American War raged,
Taft was traveling through the Islands’ provinces inaugu-
rating local governments, building ties to elites of the
principalia and assisting the fragile fiction of pacification.
As they entered the public square, he and his party were
somewhat alarmed to come across the Goddess of Liberty
“presumably enlightening the world with a torch that
looked like a big club.” Built by local elites, this improvised
Statue of Liberty had originally been a saint “brought from
an interior town and dressed up in secular garments for the
occasion, including an American flag.” Taft was uncomfort-
able with this transplanted symbol of freedom and delivered
an impromptu lecture to his Filipino hosts to the effect that
liberty was a force much misunderstood; “its true meaning
was life under the government organized to secure such
liberty to the individual as well as consistent with law and
order.”

How are American Studies scholars to make critical
sense of such a moment? My paper will approach this
question by looking at two modes of emerging inquiry
which attempt to internationalize American Studies, but
which do so in ways that mirror and, to some extent, con-
tradict each other. In broad terms, the first of these in-
volves the study of cultures of United States imperialism.
The strength of this approach is its attention to questions
of power, its elaboration of American perceptions of the
world beyond U. S. national borders, and its attention to
connections between U. S. imperialism and the politics of
difference, especially in terms of race and gender. But this
approach also tends to emphasize the voices of U. S. actors
over those subjected to U. S. power; it often describes
power in terms of coercion and imposition; it depicts en-
counters in terms of the projection or export abroad of U.

S. formations against an emptied background. The second



set of approaches fall under the rubric of transnationalism.
Its advantage is its emphasis on the flow and movement of
people, goods, ideas and institutions across U. S. national
borders and the successful appropriation and deployment of
U. S. cultural forms by non-U. S. actors for their own pur-
poses. But this approach tends to efface questions of hier-
archy; transborder movement is often conceived of as
inherently emancipatory; cultural appropriation is not
tainted by questions of hegemony. My paper will not try to
resolve the productive tension between these two frame-
works but to use concrete examples from my own research
on Philippine-American colonial history, like the one above,
to describe ways each might inform and enrich the other.
Transnationalism may help describe more contingent impe-
rial formations in which non-U. S. actors played crucial and
semi-autonomous mediating roles; imperialism may widen
the topics of transnationalism to include less emancipatory
subjects, like war and empire-building, and also lend a
sense of gradients and limitations to the study of trans-
border flows. Put in dialogue, studies of imperialism and
transnationalism promise to yield new analytical vocabular-
ies for discussing power, agency and mutual transformation

in U. S. interactions with the broader world.

American Sports as an Invisible yet Inter-
national Field of Inquiry
Kohei Kawashima (Musashi University)

As a topic of research, sports are remarkably invisible in
the Japanese Americanist investigation into the culture, so-
ciety and history of the United States. There are, of
course, several works in Japanese that merit scholarly at-
tention, some of which should deserve much acclaim.
Viewed as a whole, however, our interest in, and commit-
ment to this topic unfortunately remain at a level that is ut-
terly incongruous with the significance of athleticism in
both domestic and international contexts. It can be fairly
claimed that American sports serve as a fruitful case study
in which one form of American culture has interacted with
foreign others in the drastically internationalized world of
the twenty-first century.

In a recent bibliographical review, two authors argue that
sport studies are not integrated into the mainstream of
American sociological thought and institution. It is true
that such academic communities as NASSH and NASSS
have engaged themselves in active and productive scholar-

ship, but the reviewers are right in their observation that

presentations and sessions on sports are rarities in the an-
nual conferences of large-scale academic associations.
Turning to the Japanese scene, we find equally productive
scholarship by communities of experts in sports history and
sociology, but an interesting parallel can be drawn here.
Sports tend to be neglected in large-scale associations. In
the case of our JAAS, for example, American sports still re-
main marginal to our intellectual pursuit. It is true that we
did take up sports and explore its history, but compared
with its importance in American culture and society, our ef-
forts have been nothing but insufficient. We should re-
consider the weight of the whole phenomenon, institution,
and culture of American sports, reexamine our research
agenda and goals in the past, and initiate a new inquiry into
this topic.

As possible starting points for such an inquiry, this pres-
entation suggests two areas of investigation. The first is
concerned with the degree by which each game of
American sports is internationalized. Just take examples of
three major high-profile sports, basketball, baseball, and
American football, which have been globalized by different
degrees in different ways. Each of these games may well
represent or symbolize different aspects or elements of
American culture in their processes of globalization, and
foreigners’ perceptions of these aspects and elements may
explain, at least partially, why some are better accepted,
and hence more internationalized, than others. The second
area of interest deals with the degree by which racial/ethnic
minorities participate in each game. Take the example of
African Americans, who have participated in the three high-
profile sports in different degrees. Basketball, especially
its professional version, is well known as a predominantly
African-American sport, in which around four-fifth of the
players are African Americans. On the other hand, baseball
tends to be viewed (and expected) as a white sport.
American football can fit in the middle, in which 50-60% of
the players are African Americans. Based on these obser-
vations, several questions can be asked, of which the most
fundamental is: what accounts for these differences? Can
the trends in racial/ethnic minorities’ participation be a fac-
tor in encouraging or discouraging internationalization?

American sports are a field rich with insight and perspec-
tive into American culture in the global context. As an as-
sociation of Japanese Americanists, the JAAS should
assume its fair share of responsibility in investigating this

intriguing area of American experience.
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Extraordinary Disaster, but not an Isolated
Case: Hurricane Katrina, Environmental
Protection and New Orleans

Yayoi Haraguchi (Ibaraki University)

Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans and its surrounding
areas of southern Louisiana on August 29, 2005. Most of
New Orleans areas had been severely devastated by flood-
ing water for months. Damages caused by Katrina were
unprecedented, regarding economic, environment, and
human lives. At the aftermath of Katrina, recovery of oil-
related facilities was one of the focal points, since the Gulf
Coast is the area where the oil and petrochemical industry
have been heavily located.

Katrina demonstrated that the Gulf Coast area has
underpinned the America’s economy at all costs. Coastal
wetland, which absorbs the power of hurricane surge, has
been tremendously destructed for oil drilling and the con-
struction of navigation channel for the large vessel. We re-
view here the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet project as an
example of wetland developments which have brought
enormous impacts on ecosystems in the region.

Also, environmental justice issues have risen in the proc-
ess of reconstruction in New Orleans. Southern Louisiana
has been one of central bases for environmental justice
movements in the United States for years. I would like to
point out what environmental justice issues have been
raised before and after Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans

and its surrounding areas.

Hurricane Katrina and Wikipedia:
The Use of Next Generation Information
and Communication Technologies in Epic
Disasters
Naohito Okude (Keio University)

The use of Web 2.0, the new web communication tech-
nologies, changed the notion of help in times of disaster.
Web 2.0 is a second generation of services available on the
World Wide Web and people are able to collaborate, and
share information online. There are several Web 2.0 tools

such as Wiki, Google Map, Google Earth and Flicker.

(
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Using them people collaborated on a master disaster data-
base for Hurricane Katrina survivors, aggregating from web
resources to provide a centralized website to help families
locate their members and provide important news and in-
formation.

People collaborated to create the master database
through the open, free Internet encyclopedia-Wikipedia.
Many would enter the data in their web and blog sites and
make them searchable. Wikipedia collected information
from all the other web pages, aggregating the data on a sin-
gle page, which became an initial departure point for those
who need information. This was massive collaboration.
(See http://katrinahelp.info/wiki/main.html)

People also created a visual understanding of what was
happening to New Orleans using Google Map, Google
Earth and Fliker. On Tuesday, August 30, 2005, Kathryn
Cramer put her short article “New Orleans Levee Break(s)
Before and After” on her blog site. Many who “don’t know
each other and have never met,” posted more information
and the article expanded its size quickly and became an im-
pressive explanation of the disaster. (see
http://www.kathryncramer.com/photos/new_orleans_
flooding/index.html)

Hurricane Katrina and Its Impact on the
Political Discourse in the United States
Toshihiro Nakayama (Tsuda College)

On September 15th, few weeks after Hurricane Katrina
hit New Orleans, President George W. Bush made a strong
commitment in his address to the nation in New Orleans
that the federal government would do its utmost for the re-
covery of the Crescent City. The initial response by the
Republican Congressional leadership was that they would
stand firm behind President’s words. However, soon after,
the ‘budget hawks’ within the Republican Party, namely,
the Republican Study Committee (RSC), started to voice
concern about the growing size of the federal budget. Since
September 11th, budget hawks remained relatively silent
because they've understood the new national security
needs. However, there were always suspicions among the

small-government conservatives that this White House



embraces a different version of conservatism; a big-
government conservatism. Politically, it was difficult for
them to criticize the growth of the national security related
budget because of the new political environment after
September 11th. However, the small government con-
servatives did not remain silent on whether or not to in-

crease federal spending to pay for the Katrina relief. This
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bitter divide within the GOP was only one of the contradic-
tions that manifested itself in the debate since Katrina hit
New Orleans. Since then, voice of concern towards the
Bush administration among the conservatives has grown
louder. This presentation will explore how Katrina affected
the political discourse in the United States with a specific

focus on the growing divide within the GOP.
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Workshop B

“New Dynamics between the United States and

the Asia/Pacific Community”

American Studies, Asia Pacific Studies, and
Latin American Studies in the World
System: Lessons from the History of
Global Cinema

Curtis Marez (University of Southern California)

In order to understand the role of American Studies and
other US exports in the world, particularly at the contem-
porary moment of US militarism and capitalist conquest, I
would argue that critics must situate American Studies re-
search, teaching, and institutions in relationship to a larger
world system or global political economy. The central aim
of this paper is to suggest the critical importance of at-
tempting to triangulate American Studies, Latin American
Studies, and Asia Pacific Studies. I focus on what I call the
transpacific triangle, a critical map that articulates these
three distinct yet related fields. One implication of this
perspective is that American Studies, Latin American
Studies, and Asia Pacific Studies, as well as their historic
objects of study, are all part of a larger historical world sys-
tem characterized by conflicts and continuities between
nationalisms and transnational capitalism. As an example I
will focus on the historic interrelations between Hollywood
and Mexican and Chinese cinemas in the early twentieth
century. In many ways, I argue, the history of film produc-
tion and state policy in China and Mexico presupposed (ex-
plicitly or implicitly) anti-imperial perspectives that
Hollywood recognized as serious challenge to its domina-
tion of the global market. Both China and Mexico repre-
sented significant markets for US films in the 1920s and
1930s, and official promotion of domestic production in both
countries undermined Hollywood control. During the
1930s Hollywood trade journals often voiced such con-
cerns. They reported, for instance, not only on censorship
battles but also on the Mexican and Chinese governments
subsidization of domestic film production, on the taxation of
Hollywood films, and on quotas on foreign imports.
Although by US standards the other industries were rela-
tively small, they were nonetheless represented as posing
serious threats to Hollywood hegemony since China and
Mexico exported their films throughout Asia and Latin
America respectively, as well as to immigrant communities
in the US. US companies responded to such challenges by
promoting films with Chinese and Mexican subjects. While
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US viewers were the main target audience for such works,
Hollywood producers nonetheless also made and distrib-
uted them in hopes of competing with Chinese and
Mexican productions. In this context I will analyze several
US films, many of them set on the US/Mexican border, in-
volving conflicts between white Americans and Mexicans
and Chinese immigrants. And finally I will conclude by re-
flecting upon the implications of my case studies for a con-
temporary version of the world system, the transpacific
triangle, and the role of American Studies within it.

Manzanar Murakami and Kafka on the Shore:
A Transnational Reading of Japanese/
American War Memory in Novels by
Karen Tei Yamashita and Murakami
Haruki

Gayle Sato (Meiji University)

Yamashita’s Tropic of Orange and Murakami’s Kafka on
the Shore [#§31D 771 7 77] are novels about the operations
of war memory, both private and public, at the close of the
20th century. Manzanar Murakami, a character from Tropic
of Orange, is a sansei man born in the Manzanar “Re-
location” Camp in 1942. After many years as a practicing
surgeon, he experiences a mental breakdown and joins the
homeless community of Los Angeles, where he stands on
freeway overpasses all day “conducting” the symphony he
sees from this site of “critical relocation.” Kafka also un-
dertakes a “critical relocation” of historical and personal
memory. After running away from home on his fifteenth
birthday to escape the father who inflicts an Oedipal curse
on him and ostensibly to search for the mother who aban-
doned him when he was a young child, Kafka concludes his
journey by entering a forest guarded by two soldiers who
ran away from the Imperial Army and have been living
there ever since. As this brief summary suggests, both
Manzanar Murakami and Kafka are created as embodi-
ments of arduous physical and psychic relocations to sites
of “forgotten” violence from a silenced transnational his-
tory of the Asia Pacific War. A comparative reading of
Manzanar and Kafka reveals the novels’ parallel indict-
ments of the postwar myth of “peace through prosperity”
that has enabled both the US and Japan to escape



accountability for many of the Asia Pacific War’s major
atrocities.

However, my main concern is not the manner in which
Japanese/American literature reflects or corroborates the
type of interventionist knowledge about the Asia Pacific
War that is being actively recovered and documented by
historians or workers in other disciplines. Rather, as a lit-
erary scholar, I would like to ask what is to be learned
about war memory when it is expressed through a work of
literature. Anne Anlin Cheng, in The Melancholy of Race
(Oxford, 2001), distinguishes between “grief” and “griev-
ance,” explaining why a successful grievance procedure—
for example, the passing of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988
in the US—may do nothing to get at the roots of the grief
that is the psychological and often intangible and inex-
pressible yet profoundly disabling product of racism.
Taking “grief” as a point of departure, I will compare and
distinguish the situations of Manzanar Murakami and
Kafka, the former as a female-authored minority subject re-
membering his own experience of the Asia Pacific War, the
latter as a male-authored dominant subject of postmemory
(which means he has inherited his war memories).
Through a focus on their parallel forms of “self-imposed”
homelessness, and their explicit and figurative positioning
“on the shore” of their respective nation’s psychic as well
as physical borders within a transnational remembering of
the Asia Pacific War, I will try to formulate some tentative
answers to the question of what kind of knowledge is
gained through a literary narrative’s representation of war
memory, and how a knowledge of grieving might open up
different forms of grievance or activism appropriate to the
21st century.

Truth or Dare: The Changing Views on
Opinion in News
Sung Hee Park (Ewha Woman’s University)

The factual reporting and commentaries are two major
components of establishing journalistic truth. An effort to
separate facts from the opinion has been passed on as a
professional discipline to insure objectivity of news, while
an enduring emphasis on free expression of diverse opinion
to secure the engine for freedom of press. The dynamics
between the facts and opinion have been defined and re-
defined over a long history of humankind from Ancient
Greece to modern America, thus yielding various ap-
proaches to journalistic truth. In Asian countries such as
Korea, where the inception of journalism is non-egalitarian,
opinion has been often incorporated into news. With the

advent of Internet and thriving online media, the opinion

again drew public attention as a powerful agent for social
movement, adding values to the notion of relative truth.
This paper focuses on the area of opinion, and attempts to
trace the paths through which the value of opinion is
formed, changed, and reevaluated from different time and
space.

The journey constitutes three major parts. First, the
paper will walk along the road of Ancient Greece to probe
the initial attempts to harness opinion as an integral part of
pursuing the truth. How the early philosophers, or soph-
ists at that time, acknowledged this power of words and ex-
pression of thoughts will be looked into. Opinion then was
a vase for truth and politics, not a desecrated obstacle. The
second part of the paper will discuss the process by which
the marriage between facts and opinion gradually dissolved
for wider readership and objective reporting. The venue
for this discussion will be Progressive Era in the United
States.

The main part of this journey, and the third part of this
paper, focuses on the latest development in journalism both
in the United States and in Korea. In the United States,
there is an increasing awareness that a big issue in journal-
ism today is the level of subjectivity that creeps onto the
page, the concern that the distinction between news and
opinion has become increasingly hard to make. With this in
one hand, another group argue that opinion in the news is
important for healthy democracy and now is the time to
promote the opinion to prevent political apathy. The propo-
nents of opinion argue that simple facts are overly fed to
today’s society by public relations practitioners, advertis-
ers, and various technologically advanced channels. It is,
according to them, opinion that is at stake and much in
need for public debate. On the other side of hemisphere,
journalists as well as readers have raised self-reflective
criticisms about non separation of facts and opinion, while
facing much harsh reality of inundated opinion in cyber-
space. The attitude toward opinion in Korea is double-
binding, and people in Korea realize the topic of unleashed
opinion is relevant now than any other period in history of
Korea, and especially with the help of Internet, opinions are
almost impossible to ignore, let alone to tame or separate
from fact.

With its comparative perspective in cross-cultural con-
text, the paper aims to shed light on the blurring distinction
between facts and opinion, and what it signifies for the en-
during pursuit of truth. The paper carefully speculates that
the Ancient Greek notion of relative truth might be re-
visited in 21st Century.
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