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Alternative American Studies: T. S. Eliot
Research and an Exploration of Intera-
ctive Dimensions between East and West
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Important Eliot studies have been done through the aca-
demic lens of cultural anthropology (John Vickery 1973;
William Harmon 1976, 1989; Marc Manganaro 1985).
However, very few critics seem to have weighed him in
terms of a cross-cultural perspective with an emphasis on
cultural others. It has been made clear in recent years (by
T. Narita) that Eliot visited the 1904 World’s Fair of St.
Louis and that he visited Igorot Village built on the
Philippine Exposition grounds. In the following year he
wrote a short story “The Man Who Was King” in which he
depicted a contact between “Magruder” and Pacific island-
ers set on “Matahiva.” The hypothesis under which I have
been working is that the would-be poet visited the
Exposition Village and incorporated that experience into
the story.

The most important part of this presentation is to

examine the way Igorot Village was “exhibited,” in particu-
lar how its daily enactments were featured and thereby
clarify the way the would-be poet most likely responded to
them. Special attention will be focused on the way the
gangsa dance, which was the crucial feature of the Village,
was performed. Drawing on the new pieces of evidence
concerning this dance and others I intend to show the ex-
tent in which as a young man in his late teens Eliot seri-
ously developed cross-cultural concerns on his own while

confronting cultural others from the Philippines.
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Terror, Aesthetics, and the Humanities: The Politics of Astonishment

Emory Elliott
(President of ASA; University of California, Riverside)

In a 1991 interview for the New York Times Magazine, Don DeLillo expressed his views on the place of literature
of our times in a statement that he has echoed many times since and developed most fully in his novel Mao II. In
a repressive society, a writer can be deeply influential, but in a society that’s filled with glut and endless consump-
tion, the act of terror may be the only meaningful act. People who are in power make their arrangements in secret,
largely as a way of maintaining and furthering that power. People who are powerless make an open theater of vio-
lence. True terror is a language and a vision. There is a deep narrative structure to terrorist acts, and they in-
filtrate and alter consciousness in ways that writers used to aspire to.” DeLillo’s implications that we are all
engaged in national, international, transnational, and global conflicts in which acts of representation, including those
of terrorism and spectacular physical violence as well as those of language, performance, and art compete for the
attention of audiences and for influence in the public sphere.

In this essay, I look at some of the ways that more recent writers of fiction have employed an aesthetics of as-
tonishment to prompt readers to examine the realities of their society and the failures of their leaders and to cri-
tique and challenge the kinds of highly effective representations that I illustrated earlier. Of those contemporary
writers who are attempting to engage what many consider to be the most disturbing tendencies in American domes-
tic politics and international policies today, two of which are Don DeLillo and Philip Roth.

DeLillo’s 2003 Cosmopolis is his first novel since 9/11. Highly controversial and severely criticized by some, this
work is something of a departure from what readers have come to expect from him. The protagonist is Eric
Packer, a twenty-eight year old billionaire venture capitalist whose deals are of such impact that they have put many
companies out of business and caused the loss of millions of jobs; thus, aware that many hate him, he is paranoid
and lives in fear for his life. On this particular day, he is gambling everything on the collapse of the Japanese yen
which, in spite of all expectations, inexplicably continues to rise. Eric leaves his multimillion dollar apartment on
Manhattan’s east side and takes his custom-designed thirty-five foot armored limo across town to get a haircut.

Philip’s Roth novel, The Plot Against America, published late in 2004 is quite different in style and structure from
DeLillo’s Cosmopolis, Roth’s text employs a first-person linear narrative in the form of social realism to recount his-
torical events that occurred between June, 1940 and October, 1942, when he was between seven and nine years old.
The setting is the Jewish neighborhood in Newark, New Jersey, where he grew up. Roth presents a very accurate
history of the early 1940s except he adds a major fictional aspect. He has Charles Lindberg defeat Roosevelt in the
1942 election.

I draw upon my interpretations of these texts to consider the role of literature and the humanities in the United
States today and the impact that such work may have or not have on the country today.
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Workshop A

The Grace Lee Project and (De) imagining
Identities of Asian American Women
Youngjeen Choe (Chung-Ang University)

The main purpose of this essay is to survey various as-
pects of Asian American women'’s life in Grace Lee’s docu-
mentary, The Grace Lee Project (2005), and thereby, to
interrogate how the liminal experiences of Asian American
women reaffirm or resist their stereotyped identities in
American culture. Making the filmic journey around the
US and Korea, The Grace Lee Project unfolds a panorama of
the life of Asian American women whose names happen to
be Grace Lee, including a newscaster, a pastor’s wife, a
teenager, a hearing-impaired single mother, an activist in
the black-power movement, and a lesbian activist. All the
interviewees of this film are the second generation Chinese
or Korean Americans, with the exception of one who was
adopted from Korea at her childhood. Their prenom Grace
is popular notably in the Asian American communities for
its associations with both Christianity and Grace Kelly, the
legendary Hollywood actress of the fifties, the qualities of
which their first generation parents wished them to have.
Between these two images, the name Grace Lee is charac-
terized by other Americans as “nice, quiet, cute, and polite”
in an “impressive and forgettable” way. In other words,
“Grace Lee” is another name for the stereotype of the typi-
cal Asian American woman. In view of these considera-
tions, I would like to argue that this cultural cliché about
the image of Asian American women particularly reflects
the liminality of Asian American identity, or the spacing be-
tween “Grace” and “Lee”. It is liminal because their
American identity is unavoidably intertwined with their
Asian identity within the racial margins. As seen in SA-I-
GU (1994), the first generation Asian Americans seem to
identify themselves as Asians living in America rather than
Asian Americans, sacrificing their whole life for their chil-
dren. In contrast, the second generation Asian Americans
are more likely to identify themselves as Americans, while
they retain the pressure of their parents’ sacrifice at the
same time. In this respect, the “nice and polite” image of
Asian American women operates on the second generation

Asian American women in two different directions. On the

“Migrating Cultures”

Chair Satoshi Nakano (Hitotsubashi University)
Comment Emory Elliott
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one hand, it has the positive effect of reappropriating their
stereotyped cultural identity as seen in a San Jose pastor’s
wife. On the other hand, it has the effect of de-imagining
their identity as the other, as seen in Grace Lee Boggs, a
Silicon Valley girl, a hearing-impaired single mom and a

leshian human right activist.

Trans/national Formations of “Japanese
America”: Prewar, Postwar, and Beyond
Fuminori Minamikawa

(Kobe City University of Foreign Studies)

“Japanese American” history is often thought to be a
typical case of the immigrant group’s successful adaptation
to an American national culture. The “success story” still
functions to justify assimilationist discourses of immigra-
tion and ethnic history in the United States. On the other
hand, critical scholars both in Japan and the U.S. emphasize
“agency” of immigrants whose lives were independent
from or in-between Japan and the United States as nation-
states. In addition, some international joint projects rede-
fine “Japanese-ness” beyond national boundaries from the

” o«

perspectives of “diaspora,” “globalization,” and “Nikkei
(people of Japanese descent).” Thus, new transnationalist
views underline that Japanese migrant culture has formed
across or against the nation-state framework.

To understand “migrating culture” of Japanese and their
descendents in the U.S., however, I believe that the binary
perspective, trasnatinalism vs. nationalism, is not sufficient.
Detailed analysis of ethnic identifications demonstrates that
the binarism fails to catch the mutual relationship between
two ideas. That will lead us to grasp transnational dimen-
sions of nationalist discourses and a historical contingency
of the assimilationist interpretation of Japanese American
ethnicity. To overcome transnational vs. nationalism
binarism, I posit identification patterns of Japanese ethnic-
ity within different discursive formations of nationalism in
the era of pre-World War II, post-war, and post-1965 new
immigration.

In the pre-war period, Japanese immigrants compulsively
negotiated with two nations for their survival. Japanese ex-

clusion movements in the early 20th century defined



Japanese as “un-naturalizable alien,” who were excluded
from the category of American citizen because of a racial
status as non-white. Even in such harsh environment,
Japanese immigrant leaders pursued their own group-
position in American nationalist narratives and managed to
re-define the racial status of Japanese into “civilized” race.
They exploited expansionist discourses in Japan to justify
their socioeconomic status in the U.S. and their ability as
“civilized” people who could assimilate to American way of
life. I will examine the case in which Japanese immigrant
transnationalism was based on expansive logics in American
civic nationalism and Japanese colonialism.

U.S-Japan war and the internment of “Japanese” in
America, however, changed drastically the discursive base
of immigrant ethnicity. The total war forced them to
choose an exclusive nationalist way of thinking in which
every person had to belong to one nation, Japan or the
United States. During the wartime, the U.S. civic national-
ism lost their inclusiveness and shifted to be more exclu-
sive and chauvinistic. Under the circumstances, educated
elites of second generation such as members of Japanese
American Citizens League seized the initiative in Japanese
community during and after the war. JACLers invented a
series of discourse of “Japanese Americans” who were
loyal, self-sacrificing, and model for other ethno-racial mi-
norities. I would like to describe how changes of nationalist
discourses in both shores of pacific affected the making and
spread of new forms of identification as “Japanese
American.”

Finally, I will try to define emergent patterns of trans-
national identification in the post-“Japanese American” era.
New immigrants and temporary migrants since 1960s have
changed demographic composition of Japanese population
in the United States despite the dominance of the “Japane
se American” version of ethnic narratives. From the long-
term perspective, I interpret current changes in Japanese
communities and a re-insertion of new Japanese trans-
nationalism that ties with the post-postwar economic and

racial nationalism in Japan.

The Power of Racial Scripts: What the
History of U.S.-Mexican Immigration
Teaches Us about Race

Natalia Molina
(University of California, San Diego)

In this paper, I explore the relational nature of race by

examining the historical roots of the negative cultural

constructions that surround Mexican immigration and
Mexican immigrants and their descendents. I focus on the
response to the 1924 Immigration Act, as it relates to how
people viewed Mexican immigration in that period. The
Act placed quotas on European immigrants, restricting
their immigration to two percent of the number of people
from their country of origin who were living in the United
States in 1890, as established by the census. Because
southern and eastern Europeans did not start to immigrate
to the United States in large numbers until after 1890, this
formula ensured very low quotas for these two groups,
whose members were seen as being of a lower, less desir-
able racial stock than northern and western Europeans. All
Europeans, however, continued to be legally classified as
white and therefore were eligible to become naturalized
citizens. For Asians, on the other hand, who were not eli-
gible for naturalization, the 1924 Immigration Act repre-
sented the culmination of a long history of restrictive
legislation. The Act banned all future immigration of
Asians. No quotas were imposed on immigrants from coun-
tries in the Western Hemisphere, a loophole that allowed
Mexicans to continue to freely enter the United States.
Almost immediately, this oversight generated controver-
sies, debates, and a barrage of legislative proposals, all tar-
geting Mexican newcomers. In the paper, I will draw on
legislative hearings, Congressional investigations, official
reports, and correspondence, as well as on newspaper arti-
cles and sociological studies, to investigate how people
judged and weighed the value of newly arriving Mexican
immigrants, and how they often did so within an increas-
ingly complex comparative racial framework.

I approach the question of how Americans came to con-
struct the category “Mexican” at the beginning of the twen-
tieth century by examining the site of immigration and
looking at Mexicans in comparison to other racialized
groups. The approach I use is informed by my interest in
ethnic studies; I direct my attention to the ways in which
Mexican immigration was bundled with various other racial
projects. Michael Omi and Howard Winant describe a racial
project as “simultaneously an interpretation, represen-
tation, or explanation of racial dynamics, and an effort to re-
organize and redistribute resources along particular
lines.”* Mexican immigration is only one of many racial
projects that were underway from the mid to late 1920s.
These other projects include federal policy directed at
Indians, including forced removal and civilization projects;
policies towards Asians and Asian Americans that deemed

them, first, ineligible for citizenship and later, ineligible



even for entry into the United States; and Jim Crow policies comparative methodology.

and practices, which sought to enforce racial segregation in

the South during the period after Reconstruction. As I will * Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the
demonstrate in my paper, this is why the study of one United States from the 1960s to the 1980s (New York:
group, in this case Mexicans, often reflects and refracts Routledge, 1986), 56.

other racial projects, thus underscoring the need for a
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Workshop B

What is “America” in Marcus Garvey’s
Movement?
Keiko Araki (Tokai University))

Considering the question, “Whose ‘America’ in American
Studies?” I focus on Marcus Garvey’s activities in the
“New World,” because I think his movement provides an
important perspective for studying histories of black people
residing in the area. By presenting what “America” was in
Garvey’s movement, I investigate the usefulness of the
concept of African Diaspora. This presentation will deal
primarily with the activities of Garvey himself, rather than
his followers and supporters.

Garvey’s movement is often located in the context of his-
tory as a black nationalist movement within the United
States, since the movement reached its peak in the United
States in the post-WWI era, but it went beyond the borders
and spread in the Americas and the Caribbean. Moreover,
“America” was not just a recipient area of his movement,
but the very space where it formed as a diasporan move-
ment.

Garvey acquired a sense of black unity by traveling
around the Caribbean and Central America. His idea devel-
oped into Pan-Africanism after he crossed the Atlantic
Ocean, and, after that, Pan-Africanism became a main
theme for him. He visited the United States in 1916 to
raise funds for his organization in Jamaica. However, he
stayed in the United States for about a decade, changing his
original plan, and established a transnational mass move-
ment that had tremendous influence on many black people
in the world.

The central office of his organization, the Universal
Negro Improvement Association (UNIA), was located in
New York, and it had divisions in most states, but racial is-
sues in the United States were not necessarily Garvey’s
primary concern. His ultimate goal was to establish in
Africa a nation-state that would be a backup of the whole
black population in the world. In his opinion, black people
needed a strong nation-state that was politically independ-

ent, economically thriving, and militarily self-defensive, so
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that it could represent and protect all black people. Full
recognition of such a nation-state in the world would con-
tribute to improvement of black people’s status regardless
of their locations. The United States provided a good insti-
tutional base for movement toward this goal.

While he proposed an “imagined community” of Africans
at home and abroad, the main actors of the movement were
Africans abroad, that is, the African Diaspora. As recent
scholarly works reveal, local branches in the United States
and other areas operated in each local context while keep-
ing close ties with the central division. Their transnational
“unity,” across diverse localities, is explained through the
concept of the African Diaspora, because the concept incor-
porates diversity among its members. Major academic
works on African Diaspora mainly deal with the issues of
identity and culture. While recognizing their importance, I
would rather emphasize political aspects of the African
Diaspora by showing how Garvey formulated “African Dia-

spora” through his activities in “America.”

The Emergence and Development of Native
American Studies: Resistance at the
Margin

Jun Kamata (Japan Women’s University)

The aim of American Indian Studies is closely related to
the question of “Whose America in American Studies?”
The civil rights movement encouraged academics, stu-
dents, and activists to reconsider American history and cul-
tures from the perspectives of racial minorities. Until then,
anthropologists and historians had invested a significant
amount of energy studying Indians, but had done so as part
of colonial processes.

The 1960s and 1970s marked the turning point for the
field and moreover, the education of American Indians and
others who were interested in their history. The discipline
was considered a steering power to produce and practice
the perspectives alternative to the ones dominated by
white males. The establishment of American Indian pro-

grams represented an intellectual attempt to reframe the



epistemologies of studying America. It was a form of resis-
tance.

The resistance was initially set within an Ethnic Studies
framework. San Francisco State University, for example,
first established its American Indian Studies program as a
part of an Ethnic Studies program. Some major universi-
ties, including the University of California, Berkeley and
the University of Minnesota, followed the path. This set
the discipline in the context of Ethnic Studies focused on
cultural diversity and empowerment of minority groups.

Many American Indian Studies programs, however, have
faced serious threats and challenges since then. The loca-
tion of American Studies under a larger umbrella of Ethnic
Studies can put certain limits on its development. There is
an argument now that it should get beyond the framework
of Ethnic Studies, since indigenous peoples have had
unique experiences that are not necessarily coherent with
other minority groups.

A related problem is that university administrators often-
times value the department to advertize the multicultural
sensitivity of the institutions rather than respecting it as a
legitimate academic discipline. Consequently, in a time of
budget crisis, American Indian Studies departments get
victimized easily.

Rather than Ethnic Studies, and moreover American
Studies, some argue American Indian Studies have more
things in common with Indigenous Studies at a global level.
Since American Indian nations have retained sovereignty,
having government to government relationships with the
federal government, issues of land and territoriality are
keys to understanding today’s Indian Country. Within the
disciplinary framework of Ethnic Studies and American
Studies, however, we cannot articulate those issues thor-
oughly.

More than 556 sovereign tribes have developed a unique
status in the US politics. Scholars of Ethnic/American
Studies have much to learn from the alternative framework
cultivated in American Indian Studies. Observing the
United States from the margin, from a place where sover-
eignty, land and territorial claims are more important than
ethnicity, makes visible for critical analysis what we take to
be normative in the United States — that race and ethnicity
are the foundation of American identity.

Memories of the Bad War: Ethnicity and
Empathy in Viet Nam
Viet Thanh Nguyen (University of Southern California)

“The United States was the only country he had ever
lived in. He would not be driven out.””" So Maxine Hong
Kingston writes of her Chinese American pacifist brother,
who reluctantly serves in the American war in Viet Nam as
a US Navy bureaucrat. His is a different kind of war story,
not unusual but relatively unknown, overshadowed by the
melodramas of traumatized white manhood that Americans
generally associate with the “Vietnam War.” These are
narratives of identity politics in everything but name, sub-
stituting in a tricky sleight-of-hand the experience of the
white male combat soldier for the experience of the nation.
These studies in a solipsistic American subjectivity,
stricken with réssentiment, return more than just the white
American soldier to center stage, again and yet again; they
also reaffirm the dominance of that stage and its produc-
tions as an American one, a theatrical bill accepted by
American audiences, American critics and even American
studies.

But what if we narrated the war from the perspectives of
those who were relegated to the wings and the background
of an American production? Would the starring role of
“America” be cast differently, and would the drama bear
the same name? In my talk, “Memories of the Bad War,”
I survey how the “Vietnam War” is re-told as the
“American war in Viet Nam” by Asian Americans (Maxine
Hong Kingston), Chicanos (George Mariscal), South
Koreans (Ahn Jyungho), and Japanese (Takeshi Kaiko).
Their war stories, produced as oral histories, memoirs, and
novels, provide evidence for Martin Luther King, Jr.s 1967
prophecy: “if America’s soul becomes totally poisoned, part
of the autopsy must read ‘Vietnam'... The war in Vietnam
is but a symptom of a far deeper malady within the
American spirit.”"”

The Reverend King goes on to ask Americans to hear
with compassion the unheard stories told by Vietnamese
voices during the height of the war. But while King’s call
for compassion is religiously compelling and morally seduc-
tive for some, others would argue that compassion and em-
pathy are always inherently conservative, since our
evocation of feeling for the other might really only mean a
demand for attention to ourselves and our capacity for sym-
pathy. In the context of the war, this talk examines how
differently construed compassion and empathy usually are

by the wealthy and white men versus people of color,



women of color, poor people, and foreigners to Viet Nam.
As with so much of everything else in American life, even
the emotions are tainted, or tinged, by our historical and
contemporary identities, by our social and economic
classes. For if we follow Raymond Williams in believing
that feelings have structure—that feelings house us in cer-
tain ways—then I would add that feelings have style as
well. If we were to go outside of our particular structures
of feeling, outside of our safe houses and into the houses of
our others and our neighbors, or even if we were only to
peek through the windows into those intimate rooms of
memory built for Viet Nam, we would recognize common

furnishings of compassion and empathy, but we would see

that their lines might be composed differently. This talk,
then, explores the uses of compassion and empathy as the
pen and the pencil of memory and storytelling, the pen and
the pencil that we make use of in our everyday lives to

draw the lines around our America.

! Martin Luther King, Jr., “Beyond Vietnam,” in A Call to
Conscience: The Landmark Speeches of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., eds. Clayborne Carson and Kris Shepard (New
York: Warner Books, 2001), 144, 156.

” Maxine Hong Kingston, “The Brother in Vietnam,” in
China Men (New York: Vintage, 1989), 283.
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