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Nuestra América: Latino History as U. S. History
Vicki Ruiz
(ASA President, University of California, Irvine)
Who are Latinos and why does Latino history matter? Contrary to media depictions of Latinos as people who ar-
rived day before yesterday, there exists a rich layering of nationalities and generations. Whether carving out a com-
munity in St. Augustine in 1565 to reflecting on colonialism and liberty during the 1890s to fighting for civil rights
through the courts of the 1940s, Spanish-speaking peoples made history within and beyond national borders.
This essay offers a focused state of the field bringing out larger themes, debates, and sources. The author em-
phasizes three historical moments pivotal to re-imagining an American narrative with Latinos as meaningful actors-
1848 (the U.S.-Mexican War), 1898 (the Filipino-Cuban-Spanish-American War), and 1948 (the Latino G.IL

Generation).
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The Populist Empire in the Global Age: The Democratic Ideal and the Imperial
Reality in the American Foreign Relations

A att:

CRHEURTF)
The United States is regarded as an empire now. However, this empire differs from imperialism itself. The Bush
Administration not only denied that it wanted to colonize Afghanistan and Iraq, but also justified the wars there as
an attempt to democratize these nations and stabilize the Middle East. Moreover, the actions of the administration
had strong initial support from the American people. Therefore, it is necessary to inquire into the real nature of
the American Empire. Comparing the United States to a classical empire may be a suitable approach. Since the
beginning, the US has had an imperial character as evidenced by the size of its territory, the diversity of its people
and its expansionist impulses. President Bush himself thinks of the US as an empire to rule the world. He suc-
ceeded in obtaining the highest job-approval rating in US history, utilizing populist rhetoric following September
11th. However, lacking the prudence of an emperor, Bush has failed in his attempts to deliberate internationally.
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Workshop A “American Democracy: Myth and Reality”

Democracy and the American Welfare State:
The Politics of Social Policy in an Age of
Rising Inequality

Takayuki Nishiyama (Konan University)

Americans have cherished the ideal of political equality
and democratically responsive government. The ideal,
however, is now threatened by the growing inequality
among American citizens in terms of income, wealth, and
political opportunity. While the rich people participate in
politics more than others and are well organized to make
their demands known to government, the poor people lack
the skills, motivation, and networks to express their de-
mands on government. Since government officials hear
more often and more clearly from the privileged, policy
makers are less likely to respond to the concerns of the un-
organized poor. The undemocratic response of the govern-
ment exacerbates the economic disparity in American
society.

This paper seeks to explain the mechanism of the poli-
tics of social welfare policy in an age of persistent and
growing inequality in the United States. Social welfare pol-
icy is a redistribution policy that meets the needs of the
poor. At the same time, politicians think highly of social
welfare policy as important election tools for obtaining the
votes of the poor. For example, political machines utilized
social welfare policy to get the votes of poor immigrants in
the urban areas in the 19th and early 20th century. When
political parties reached and mobilized the broad public,
they listened to the voices and the needs of the poor, selec-
tively but carefully. Today, however, political parties de-
pend highly on rich campaign contributors and activists and
pay less attention to the needs of the less privileged and
less active citizens. Since the privileged have very differ-
ent political interests from the poor, the government is
likely to make public policies that maintain the status quo
and reward the organized affluent citizens and ignores the
needs of the poor.

After briefly examining the historical changes of the poli-
tics of social welfare policy from the Progressive Era to
present, this paper mainly focuses on the implications of

inequality for the political processes of the social welfare
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policy making today. At the same time, this paper would
like to evaluate the role of the political parties, interest
groups and social movements in the welfare policy making.
It will also discuss the meaning of the voting and federalism
in a democratic politics in the United States. The United
States holds democracy as an ideal that integrates society,
but I hope this presentation will contribute to our under-
standing of the myth and the reality of democracy in the
United States.

W. E. B. Du Bois in Battle for Peace

Kazuhisa Honda (Rikkyo University)

W. E. B. Du Bois (1868 to 1963) was a black sociologist
who tried to sociologically explain the structure of the
white-dominant world order by referring to racism, capital-
ism, and military power of white countries, especially the
U. S. Based on this understanding, he had been actively
struggling for the abolishment of racism and colonialism
and the realization of world peace especially during the
1950s. His strategy was to expose the several self-
contradictions of “American democracy,” such as racial dis-
crimination, the suppression of thought and speech, and
war-mongering Government and its citizens while the U. S.
was crying for the world peace and democracy throughout
the world. That is why he was often regarded as a
“communist” and intimidated for political reasons by the U.
S. Government. This presentation will show that Du Bois’s
domestic and international battle for peace exposes the
hypocritical side of “American democracy” and the same

situations have been going on to this time.

An Exceptional Empire? Race and War in US
Globalism
Nikhil Pal Singh (University of Washington, Seattle)

In an important essay that helped to promote and legiti-
mate the current war in Iraq, Michael Ignatieff defended
the project of US empire on the grounds that it is not “like
those of times past, built on conquest and the white man’s

burden.” Speaking in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,



US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice suggested that by
“resolving the [racial] contradiction at the heart of our de
mocracy,” the African American civil rights movement of
the 1960s enabled the United States to find “its voice as a
true champion of democracy beyond its shores.” While po-
litical scientist Walter Russell Mead has argued, that for
confirmation that the United States possesses “special pro-
vidence” to be the world’s leading state, one need only look
to the unprecedented racial and ethnic diversity of its mili-
tary institutions.

In each of these cases, a US capacity to wage war and to
police the global ecumene is indexed to a distinctively post-
WWII narrative of domestic racial progress, particularly
with respect to African American inclusion in a democratic
society. Yet, serious questions arise when we consider an-
other set of linkages between race-making and war-making
in American life since WWII. From the unresolved ques-
tions surrounding the decision to drop atomic bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, to the disproportionately violent
prosecution of the Cold War in the Third World, particu-
larly Vietnam, to the so-called “Global War on Terror,” and
its sanctioning of torture and indefinite detention, we can
observe how racialized fear and xenophobia persistently
animates and underpins US policies and practices of war.

This paper suggests that the official rejection of white
supremacy that began with the racial integration of the US
military in 1948 is belied by a rhetoric and practice of set-

tler colonial violence in the prosecution of US wars at home

and overseas. US war-making, in this sense, has been a
means of constituting new “frontiers” of cultural, civili-
zational and racial difference, marked by the loosening of
ethical, democratic and Constitutional restraints on US
power in the name of combating a “savage” enemy. The
‘racial’ pasts of US expansionism have thus not only been
recapitulated in the post-WWII period, they have also be-
come newly available for both popular memory and policy
framing. For example, the important US historian John
Lewis Gaddis recently argued that Bush Administration
doctrines of preventive/preemptive war find their prece-
dent and justification in the Indian Wars of the past.

The argument becomes more complex and ramified
when we consider the ways in which the current period in
the United States has yielded profound augmentations of
the means and instrumentalities of US state violence con-
sonant with a blurring of distinctions between crime and
war. The so-called “war on drugs” launched in the Reagan
era and lasting into the present, led to an unprecedented
expansion of a US prison-industrial complex, built largely
upon the mass incarceration of African Americans. As the
“Global War on Terror” enlarges and in effect normalizes a
carceral state, previously rejected racial norms of dual jus-
tice — or the existence of subjects without rights — are
given new life. Thus, it appears that the democratic — and
anti-racist — claims persistently annexed to US war-

making are questionable, if not entirely lacking substance.
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Workshop B

“From Downtown to Uptown: Social Mobility in

Ethnic Communities”

Transforming American Ethnic Communi-
ties: Asian Americans and the Question
of Social Mobility
Linda Trinh Vo (University of California, Irvine)

Scholars, using European immigrants as a model, pre-
dicted that as groups became socioeconomically mobile,
they would abandon their ethnic enclave and ethnic identity
would dwindle in significance as they “assimilated” into U.
S. society. In contrast, Latinos and Asian Americans, the
largest immigrant groups in the contemporary period, are
boldly revitalizing existing ethnic enclaves as well as estab-
lishing new ones across the country, defying the assimila-
tion paradigm.

My paper focuses on Asian Americans, an extremely di-
verse group, and the ways in which social stratification is
reshaping their communities. The Immigration Act of 1965
led to the immigration of both unskilled workers and highly
skilled professionals from Asia. After the end of the
Vietnam War in 1975, Southeast Asian refugees arrived
with some of the highest poverty levels in the country. My
analysis will use a comparative framework to understand
the transformation of major Asian American communities,
in which 70% are immigrants or refugees. Examples will
be drawn from the preservation projects of Japanese com-
munities, the revitalization and creation of Chinese ones as
well as Filipino ones, and the formation of new ones, such
as Little Saigon/Vietnamtown, Koreatown, Little India, and
Little Phnom Penh (accompanied by Powerpoint images
from my research) . While some are modest clusters strug-
gling to survive, others are self-sufficient sites with flour-
ishing economies supported by co-ethnics.

From downtown, mobility for Asian Americans does not
necessarily mean moving “uptown,” but like other Ame-
ricans, they head to more upscale suburbs, so Asian
Americans are now transforming once “white” suburbs,
where they are creating ethnic communities. A number of
these concentrations are increasing in influence, contribut-
ing millions to local economies, gaining political clout and

representation, and altering cultural terrains. I will address
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how transnational connections with Asia and race relations,
especially with Latinos and African Americans, are reshap-
ing the boundaries of ethnic communities as well as their

identities.

Social Mobility of Japanese Americans in
Hawaii
Mariko Takagi-Kitayama (Aichi Gakuin University)

It is well-known that the social status of the Japanese in
Hawaii improved over the years, and they achieved middle
and upper class status, but what kind of changes did they
experience over time? Was their upward social mobility
similar to the European model of assimilation from “down-
town” to “uptown”?

In discussing the ethnic groups and social stratification in
Hawaii, it is important to keep in mind that Hawaii has
some conspicuous features, different from those of the U.S.
mainland. Hawaii had already become a multi-ethnic soci-
ety in the 19th century with the inflow of immigrant work-
ers from various countries. Throughout the years after the
mid-19th century the population of Asian and Pacific resi-
dents was in the majority, whereas the white population
from America and European countries was as high as 23
percent. However, those white residents took hold of the
political, economic, and social power, and Hawaii became a
society with a handful of powerful white elite at the top
with the other immigrant laborers as the working class at
the bottom. The Japanese at one time comprised nearly 40
percent of the total Hawaii population, but they had to start
from the bottom rung of the social ladder like the immi-
grant laborers from other Asian countries.

Most Japanese immigrants began their lives in sugar
plantations which were located on various islands, in mainly
rural areas. Early Japanese immigrants intended to go back
to Japan but many eventually stayed in Hawaii because they
could not save enough money. They then changed jobs,
moved to different places, married, raised Nisei children,
and climbed up the social ladder to the middle and upper
class. Until the 1920 plantation strike, the Japanese were



the largest group among the sugar plantation workers.
After that, more Japanese left the sugar plantations and
headed for the cities such as Honolulu on the island of
Oahu and Hilo on the island of Hawaii, and found various
jobs. In Honolulu, some areas became Japanese “towns”
— for example, Moiliili, Aala, Kalihi, and Manoa. Moiliili
had been known for its concentration of Japanese before
World War II. Whereas Manoa, which is located toward the
mountain-side and now is one of the quiet “uptown” resi-
dential areas, currently has a large Japanese middle-class
population. Some think that the Japanese came to live in
Manoa after the war, but it is not the case. In prewar years,
Manoa already had an enclave of Japanese farmers with
“tight-knit mutual support and social interaction.”

This presentation will shed light on these two areas of
Moiliili and Manoa, and show the characteristics of the so-
cial mobility of Japanese in each area. By utilizing various
census data and researches on these areas, I would like to
discuss the changes in the Japanese ethnic enclaves over
time. I would also like to comment on the present and fu-

ture status of the Japanese ethnic community in Hawaii.

Vito Marcantonio: From a Popular Front
Vanguard to a Cold War Politician
Jin Hee Kim (Kyunghee Cyber University)

Focusing on Vito Marcantonio, this paper will explore
the way in which the social mobility, despite its limits,
within the ethnic community was possible due to the ef-
forts of the people who attempted to make the society more

just and equitable for those who were not included in the

American Dream. The political life and vision of Marcan-
tonio uncovers how the radical visions of the 1930s carried
and transformed into the real politics from the late 1930s to
the early 1950s. Through Marcantonio, this paper also will
delve into both the potential and the limits of the American
Labor Party, popular front politics and New Deal liberalism.
And finally, this paper will show how the anti-communism
worked against the reform politician during the cold war
America.

Born into a working-class family in poor Italian Commu-
nity of East Harlem, he was motivated less by hollow
American Dream than by trade union activism, social re-
form, and the vision of socialism. However, during the
1930s he became ardent New Dealers while remaining
open relationship with Communist Party. As a politician,
Marcantonio attempted to realize the“collective” American
dream for the minorities of the society.

Elected to Congress from New York’s ethnically Italian
and Puerto Rican East Harlem slums as the American
Labor Party candidate, Marcantonio held office longer than
any other third party radical, serving seven terms from
1934 to 1950. Often allied with the U.S. Communist Party
(CP) , he was an advocate of civil rights, civil liberties, labor
unions, and Puerto Rican independence.. He insisted that
the Communist Party was an “American political party op-
erating in what it considers to be the best interests of the
American working class and people.” When the Communist
Party was under attack, Marcantonio served as legal coun-
sel for Communist and Civil rights activist W. E. B. Du

Bois.
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