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“The development of Anti-Japanese sentiment
among the Chinese in the American West,
1885-1937”

Joan S. Wang (National Taiwan Normal University)

The paper examines the way Chinese Americans in the
western states searching to accommodate the conflicting
forces among their complicated socioeconomic relations
with local Japanese Americans, a China-centered national-
ism, and the white hegemony. Since the passage of the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, the Japanese gradually
came to the American continent after 1885 to replace the
Chinese for laborers in the western states. I analyze the
manner in which Chinese Americans in that area con-
structed their ethnic and national identities between 1885
and 1937, a period when Japanese laborers appeared nu-
merously till the outburst of Marco Polo Bridge incident.

There were complicated social and economic relations
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between local Chinese Americans and Japanese Americans.
Chinese Americans played an important role in the labor
contracting of Japanese for salmon cannery companies in
Alaska, sawmills in Washington and Organ, and agriculture
in California. Moreover, throughout the American West,
many Chinese restaurants, general groceries, and even
gambling houses solicited the Japanese patronage.

In the meantime, the racial prejudice toward the
Japanese in American society became visible after the mid-
1900s. It reached a high tide with the passage of the Alien
Land Laws in 1913 and 1920 in many western states, and
eventually the Immigration Law of 1924 nationwide.
Seeing Japanese Americans as the target of these exclusive
laws, some Chinese Americans shared their sympathy,
while others agreed with the whites. These forces created
ambivalences for the Chinese American community,
moreover, under many incidents of Sino-Japanese political
crises.

The development during the period emphasizes an emer-
gence of a social process in which Chinese Americans in
the western states took actions, made decisions, and ex-
pressed concerns within a field of social relations that links
together their country of origin and the ethnic environment
of their new settlement. The way in which Chinese
Americans conceptualized their experiences is very much
shaped by the political and socio-economic contexts in

America, China, and Japan.
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Smoking areas: Emoking is not allowed anywhere on campus except at the three areas designated on the map.
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